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Serving as the first Commandant of the APr“War Colleze, 
i 
General Anderson played a very significantLrole in the forma- | 


ry M ( ; 
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tive years of this senior school of the Air Unive rete ai 


thoughts became closely interwoven in the philosophy of that 


school, particularly as related to the cause of academic free- 


General Anderson received his commission as a second lieu- 
tenant in the Air Service on 3 August 1918. He devoted the 
eerie part of his career to experimentation and development in 
the lighter-than-air field. As navigator and pilot of an amy 
airship on the first transcontinental flight by lighter-than- 
aircraft, he attracted considerable public attention. Other 
outstanding accomplishments were the first successful anchor- 


ing of an airship at sea in 1933, using a canvas sea anchor 


which he had designed; and stratosphere test flights culminat- 
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ing in a new altitude record of 72,395 feet on 11 November 1935 


7. b, #%, vm 
as pilot of the balloon "Expkorer II, \CLA dirit 


During World War II, General Andérson further distin- 
guished himself as Chairman of the Combined Operational Plan- 


Zp 


ning Committee, Headquarters, AAF; Deputy Commander for Opera- 
tions, 8th Air Force; and as 
U. S. Strategic Bombing Survey. He was assigned as Commandant 
of the Air War College on 15 June 1946. 

General Anderson held aeronautical ratings as a Command 
Pilot, Senior Balloon Pilot, Combat Observer, Balloon Observer, 


tions include the Distinguished 


and Aircraft Observer. His decora 


. 


Silver Star, Distinguished Fly- 

ing Cross, Hubbard Medal of the National Geographic Society, 

French Legion of Honor, French Corix de Guerre, British Com- 

panion of the Bath, MacKay Trophy, Harmon International Award, 

and Federation Aeronautique International Prix Henry De Lavaulx,. 
On 1 September 1950, General Anderson was suspended as 


Commandant, Air War College, after he had spoken about "pre- 


ventite war." Although General Hoyt S,. Vandenberg gave no 
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reason publically foi 


suspension, a speech made by him in 


lose or lessen our desire for peace. le 
as hard as we can." 
General Anderson retired from active 


1950. 


angerous. We wil not 


will work for peace 


duty on 31 December 
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